
President’s Note 

 
Greetings Greenfield! 

Spring is finally here and with it comes walks through 

our pristine green space, sports in the community parks, 

and soccer games aplenty. This spring promises to be 

another active one in Greenfield with the soccer 

program becoming ever more popular and our 

renowned tennis program bringing back star Tennis Pro 

Chris Crowley. Remember that community league 

members get a big discount and have special court 

access on weekends. 

We held our Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 

February 15th at the community league hall. Thank you 

to all who came out and contributed to the work of your 

community league. The meeting was well attended and 

yielded wonderful discussion on vision of our community 

league heading into the 2018-2019 year. I would like to 

thank Councillor Walters and Minister Feehan for 

attending and giving updates on their work as 

Greenfield’s elected officials. 

Greenfield Community League is always looking to add 

more board members so keep in mind that the best way 

to see a project done or an event put on in your 

community is to lead the charge yourself. We are 

specifically looking for a Fundraising Coordinator, an 

Events Coordinator, and an Assistant Treasurer. Please 

send me an email if you’re interested. Being a 

community league board member is low commitment 

and a fun way to meet people in your community and 

better your neighbourhood. 

Don’t forget to get your Greenfield Community League 

membership for 2017/2018 for a host of wonderful 

benefits, from community swims to discounted hall 

rental rates among many others outlined on our 

website. Memberships are $30 per individual, $15 for 

seniors, $25 for senior couples and $50 for families. 

Memberships can be purchased online or at the 

community league hall. Email 

memberships@greenfieldcommunityleague.com for 

more! 

It is with a heavy heart that I announce that in the 

coming months I will be moving out of Greenfield and 

will, therefore, need to eventually step down from my 

role as President. I will stay on until the community has 

found someone to replace me and I am confident that 

we will find someone highly capable. It has been an 

incredible honour to serve as the President since April 

2016. In my tenure, Greenfield has appointed its first 

ever Seniors Liaison (and won the Age Friendly 

Edmonton Grant), started a community garden 

subcommittee, established new events like Games 

Night, taken steps to secure our long-term financial 

future and much more. I have been privileged to engage 

in this work alongside some of the finest volunteers and 

people I have ever known. I look forward to the work 

ahead, and I thank you for reading this. 

Have a wonderful spring and be sure to keep up with the 

latest community programs and events either on our 

website, Facebook page or by signing up for our email 

express. As always feel free to contact me at 

president@greenfieldcommunityleague.com. 

Sincerely, 

Sam Goertz 



Greenfield Casino  -   

Volunteers Needed! 

Greenfield Community has been awarded its Casino 

for 2018 at the West Edmonton Mall Palace 

Casino.  We only have the opportunity to work a 

Casino every two years. 

The proceeds from this casino are very important in 

keeping our hall and grounds in top shape.  

On June 30 and July 1, 2018, we are in need of 36 

volunteers to staff each day. 

There will be three different shifts on both days: 

9:15am - 6:30pm (10 workers) 

6:15pm - 3:15am  (12 workers) 

11:30pm - 3:30am (14 workers) 

If you would like to help out your community by 

volunteering, please contact Wendy Lauber at 

hallmanager@greenfieldcommunityleague.com or 

call at (780) 200-1198. 

 

7 52 24 W4 
 
In 1869, the Hudson’s Bay Company signed the Deed of Surrender whereby Rupert’s Land was returned to Britain who 
then gave it to Canada. The Dominion Land Survey began in 1871 at the instigation of the federal government. The 
intention was to secure sovereignty over the prairies and prevent American encroachment. Connecting Canada from 
coast to coast by rail and populating the land with the lure of “free” ($10) homesteads were the chief means chosen to 
do this. The men who set out on the survey teams did not have an easy life. A team usually consisted of about 20 men, 
their equipment, and supplies, all of which was transported by horse, wagon, or tumpline. They travelled for months 
at a time, encountering many hazards along the way. However, the greatest scourge was the mosquito. The surveyors 
were required to keep detailed records for the government in expectation of payment. When returned to the provinc-
es, documentation from the years 1871 to 1930 filled 200 rail cars and did not include closed or dormant files. This 
enormous amount of paperwork was placed on microfiche then destroyed. 
 
The surveyors divided most of the prairies into one square mile sections. Indian reserves and pre-existing river lot 
settlements were not included. The following describes the method used. 
 
The main east-west boundaries are baselines concurrent with lines of latitude. Baseline 49 is the Canadian-American 
border. Parallel to the baselines are rows 6 miles apart known as township roads, numbered from 1 at the American 
border to 126 at the Northwest Territories border. 
 
The main north-south lines are meridians concurrent with lines of longitude. Meridian 4 is the Saskatchewan-Alberta 
border. Parallel to the meridians at 6 mile intervals are range roads. Because lines of longitude converge towards the 
North Pole, a correction line is set every 24 miles, and the meridians recalculated. Drivers on north-south prairie roads 
will notice a 100 foot displacement of an otherwise straight road where there is no geographical feature indicating a 
need to do so. 
 
Where baseline and meridian intersect, a 6 square mile box is formed and is known as a township. It is subdivided into 
36 one square mile sections, numbered in snake-like fashion from 1 in the bottom right corner to 36 in the top right. 
Each section was divided into 4 quarter sections for homesteads.   (continued on next page) 



(continued from previous page)  
 
Section 7, Township 52, Range 24, west of the 4th 
Meridian is the community of Greenfield.  
 
When Hudson’s Bay signed the Deed of Surrender, 
Fort Edmonton’s role as a trading post declined. 
Those who worked for the fort were of mixed 
heritage and self-identified according to their way of 
life.  Those who identified as native formed a band 
under Chief Papaschase who originally came from 
Lesser Slave Lake. In 1877, this band was allocated 
Indian Reserve Number 136 which was the land 
between 51 avenue NW, 119 street, 30 avenue SW, 
and 17 street. The area was then known as Two 
Hills, one hill being Pleasantview, the other at the 
intersection of Calgary Trail and Whitemud Drive. In 
1886, the land was surrendered to the federal 
government when Chief Papaschase and the band’s 
core leaders declared themselves Metis and took 
scrip. In 1889, government officials recorded a few 
remaining band members living on the land; three 
men and their families. They gave up their interest 
in the land on condition that the proceeds from the 
sale or lease be held in trust and paid to them or 
their descendants. They then joined the Enoch Band. 
 
Following these developments, the land was 
surveyed and offered for sale, not homestead. The 
first auction was held in Calgary in July of 1891; 40 
sections were on sale, but only 12 quarter sections 
were sold, the majority to speculators which caused 
the auction to be cancelled. A second auction was 
held at the Strathcona Hotel, Edmonton in April of 
1893. Again, the sale was not a success, partly owing 
to a long winter and severe snow storm the day 
before the auction. The sales, 22 quarter sections, 
were mostly to settlers, but once again, speculators 
were present and the auction stopped. Finally, the 
remaining land was sold directly through the 
Dominion Lands Office in Edmonton. 
 
At the second auction, Robert Ritchie bought the 
north-west quarter section of 7 52 24 W4 for $4.05 
per acre with a down payment of $51.84. Originally 
from Ontario, he came to Edmonton in 1891 to join 
his brother, John. Together, they established the 
Ritchie Flour Mill at 102 Street and Saskatchewan 

Drive. Robert Ritchie later served on the public 
school board, as a justice of the peace, and as Mayor 
of Strathcona. It is unclear whether or not he 
farmed, but some portion of his land was the local 
cemetery for settlers. This was intended to be a 
temporary measure, but as time went on there were 
more interments whose sites were not accurately 
recorded, resulting in disturbed graves. Mr. Ritchie 
was later involved in securing Mount Pleasant as a 
municipal cemetery.  
 
Before the land was purchased by the City of 
Edmonton, there were four names attached to each 
quarter section; William Fowler, C.W. Cross, J. 
Clayton, and W.H. Wallbank. The latter was William 
Wallbank who was born in England in 1908 and 
came to Canada in 1913. He married Florence Jinx, 
also born in England, and they moved to the south-
east quarter section of 7 52 24 W4 in 1942. In The 
South Edmonton Saga, they recall how in spring time 
the dirt roads were so muddy that groceries had to 
be carried across the fields in washtubs. In winter, 
the driveway and car could disappear beneath the 
snow. Later the driveway was built up, but mail still 
had to be collected from Edmonton. As the farm 
progressed, combines replaced threshing machines; 
water mains provided an indoor bathroom and 
eliminated the need to haul water; and electricity  
was installed. Their farm raised hogs with a few 
chickens and grain to feed the livestock. 
 
When the first settlers broke the land to the plough, 
artifacts such as arrowheads or cached bags of 
pemmican would sometimes appear. The land in 
Greenfield has been extremely disturbed, but is that 
sharp stone more than just a stone? 
 
——————————————————————— 
Judy Larmour: Laying Down The Lines; Brindle and 
Glass, 2005 
 
Helen Heibner and Rick Henderson in The South 
Edmonton Saga; Papaschase Historical Society, 1984 
 
Linda Goyette and Carolina Jakeway Roemmich: 
Edmonton In Our Own Words; The University of 
Alberta  Press, 2005  



 

The volunteer gardeners at the Green & Gold Community 

garden, on the University of Alberta South Campus, are 

making plans for our tenth gardening season! The garden 

is a project of the University’s Faculty of Agricultural, Life 

and Environmental Sciences. The garden is totally 

volunteer run; virtually all of the seeds, plants and 

equipment used are donated.  

The vegetables, fruit, herbs and flowers are “spray-free” --

no pesticides or artificial fertilizers are used.  The general 

public is welcome to purchase their vegetables at the 

garden and all of the money raised – that’s 100% – goes to 

the Tubahumurize Association.  A non-profit organization 

in Rwanda, it supports and empowers female victims of 

violence and marginalization through trauma counselling, 

life-skills coaching vocational training, and micro-credit 

loans. Many women who benefit from Tubahumurize are 

genocide survivors, widows, orphans, HIV infected, or 

survivors of physical and sexual violence. To date, the 

garden has raised over $290,000 for Tubahumurize. 

We are now gearing up for the 2018 gardening season, 

and are looking for new volunteers to join us at the 

garden. Both novice & experienced gardeners are 

welcome—however, if you aren’t interested in gardening, 

but would like to help in other ways (promoting the 

garden) please contact us at: 

E-mail: gggarden@ualberta.ca/  

Phone: 780-492-4087  

Web site:  www.greengoldgarden.com 

 Watch our www site for details regarding our volunteer 

orientation session in April. 

 

Next-door Neighbour Ads  

Professional Private Tutoring;  

Guaranteed Results!  

In your home or public library. Elementary, junior 

high and high school. FREE consultation session! 

Call/ Text (587) 588-9160 or visit 

www.thetutorhour.com 

 

 Childcare, Cooking, House Sitting & Elderly Care 

Offered in your home. 

Mornings, Afternoons, & Evenings, 

Flexible times offered. 

Call Mary @ (587) 778-6848 

 Electrician For Hire 

Master electrician.  

Residential & Light Commercial  

Electrical repairs and renovations 

Cell. (780) 932-3858  

email: ajdeleon63@gmail.com 

 Private Piano Lessons in the convenience of your 

own home.  

Evening, afternoon and daytime lessons available. 

Contact Richard van Oosterom @ (780) 292 

3489 or check  

out www.mauranuimusic.com. 

 House Cleaning Services  

Openings for cleaning houses.  

Cell: 780-668-5140  

Home:780-434-5030  

or email  Katz.family@shaw.ca 

Greenfield Community Spirit Memorial Award 

 Congratulations to Tyler Shannon and Brandon 

Carothers for being the successful recipients of this 

year’s Community Spirit Memorial Award! We had a 

strong applicant pool this year, and would like to 

thank everyone who put their names forward!  

April 15 is the deadline for submissions for the May-Aug 

summer edition of the Greenfield Gazette. For more infor-

mation & to find back-issues of the gazette (as .pdf files), 

visit the Gazette & Express page under the Connect sec-

tion of greenfieldcommunityleague.com 

mailto:gggarden@ualberta.ca
http://bit.ly/greenandgold_garden
tel:(587)%20588-9160
http://www.thetutorhour.com


KEEPING OUR WASTE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 
BOLD 

 
The Edmonton Waste Services Audit was recently re-
leased and the news is not good. While this audit has 
revealed problems with current operations, it has al-
so given us the opportunity to restructure and refo-
cus our waste management strategy.  Improving Ed-
monton’s waste diversion is essential and I will con-
tinue to work closely with Administration and Council 
to make sure that this is done right. 
 
The Edmonton Waste Management Center (EWMC) 
is composed of 20 different facilities each focused on 
a different aspect of waste processing. Due to con-
cerns about the stability of the composting facility's 
roof, all material destined for compost is currently 
being sent to landfill. As well, the Enerkem Waste to 
Biofuel facility is not running at full capacity due to 
the moisture content contained in the garbage and 
the need to pre-dry waste materials. Once these in-
vestments in technology like Enerkem begin to pay 
off we will be much closer to meeting our ambitious 
90% waste diverted from landfill target. 
 
The City must engage our citizens in is source separa-
tion which most crucially means having separate col-
lection of food scraps and organics. In Canada, 40%, 
or $31 Billion of all food produced is thrown 
out. Globally these numbers work out to 33%, or 
$990 Billion USD. While reducing waste is ideal, com-
posting the rest creates valuable, nutrient-rich soil 
from material that would otherwise be sent to land-
fill. Source separation would result in higher quality, 
more marketable compost thanks to the reduction in 
impurities and would leave drier, more usable mate-
rial for the Enerkem waste to Biofuel facility since our 
compost would no longer be adding moisture to the 
waste stream. 
 

What you can do at home in the meantime is to go 
bagless when mowing your lawn this year. It’s health-
ier for your lawn, you don’t have to carry any garbage 
bags, and it's better for the environment. Half of all 
the waste collected from households in the summer 
is grass and we truck that grass far away to a com-
poster when it could be feeding your lawn. 
 
We must evolve our relationship with the private sec-
tor from competition to collaboration in order to im-
prove our commercial and institutional waste man-
agement programs. The Enerkem Biogas facility is a 
public-private partnership creating value in the form 
of methanol and ethanol from material that would 
otherwise go to landfill. Decentralization of com-
posting facilities into smaller community composters 
could reduce trucking of waste far away and create 
opportunities for local composters at community gar-
dens or private investment to take advantage of 
these resources. We must also reevaluate how we 
can work with and serve commercial businesses, like 
malls and offices. Rather than competing with these 
businesses on hauling, we need to figure out how to 
get private waste haulers to collect into our diversion 
stream. 
 
The recycling market is changing, and Edmonton 
needs to catch up. Regulations on selling recycled 
materials to China have gotten stricter and profitabil-
ity has decreased due to increased availability of re-
cycled materials. Opportunity exists to work with pri-
vate investors here in Alberta to melt our own plastic. 
 
Treating waste as a valuable product helps conserve 
natural resources, reduces greenhouse gas produc-
tion and creates additional revenue from compost, 
recyclables, and biofuels. Improving Edmonton’s resi-
dential waste diversion will depend on the use of in-
novative technology, operational changes, and con-
tinued participation from all of us Edmontonians. 
 
We need a great strategy to achieve an amazing vi-
sion. On February 23rd Utility Committee will be dis-
cussing a new strategy for Edmonton's Waste Man-
agement. We cannot lose our nerve because of past 
setbacks and we must continue to be ambitious, stay 
focused on innovation, and work on getting our game 
back. 

A Message 

from Councillor  

Michael Walters 



Fun for Wee Ones 

 

A popular Greenfield Community League 

program for children 0-5 years old and the 

people who care for them. Open to all city 

residents. 

 

free play * lots of 

toys * crafts 

*parachute games 

* circle time * 

stories and songs 

 

Children develop gross motor and fine 
motor skills as well as interpersonal and 
communication skills with other children 
and adults. 
 
You can register for one of two days a 
week: 
 
Wednesdays:   9am-11am  
No Fridays this session 
 
Spring session – (6 weeks) April 19 – May 
24/17  
 
$50 for Community League Members 
$65 for Non-members 
Half Price for second child 
 
Opportunities to work Greenfield 
Community League Bingos to pay for your 
child’s session. 
For more information or to register please 
contact Corrine Macdonald at 780-497-
7767 
 

Rhythm, Rhyme & Story Time 
   
A musical adventure for 
you and your preschooler 
(ages 9mo-5yrs).  
 
You can register for one 
of two days a week 

 
Mondays: 10:00am – 11:30am  and/or   
Thursdays: 9:30am -11:00am      
 

Spring Session: (8 weeks) April 3 – June 
5/17  
 
For more information or to register please 
visit: 
www.edmonton-preschool-music.com 
 

Inner Song 
Music 
Learn to sing 
and 
harmonize, 
play guitar or guitalele. 
 
Beginners ages 7 - 13yrs. 
Class limit 6 students. 
 
Classes will be held on Wednesdays in the 
meeting room from 3:45 - 4:45pm. 
  
Spring session: (12 weeks) April 5 - June 
21 /2017 
 
To register please contact Wendy 
Gregson  
Email:   wendygregson@shaw.ca 
facebook.com/innersongmusic 
 

The Roving ChessNuts 
 
Teaches chess and organizes 
chess competitions and 
events. 
 
Mondays: 6:30pm – 7:30pm 
(Beginner) 
Tuesdays:  6:30pm – 7:30pm 
(Beginner) 
Wednesdays: 6:30pm —

7:45pm (Intermediate)     
 
April 3 – June 12/17 (Meeting Room) 10 
weeks 
 
15% discount offered to Greenfield 
Residents with valid membership 
Instructor:  Bruce Thomas 
(780)474-2318 
 

 

 

Tai Chi 

Tai chi is a 
gentle form of 
exercise 
appropriate 
for all ages. It 
promotes 
health benefits 

such as increased flexibility, improved 
concentration and balancing of internal 
energy. It improves the health of body, 
mind and spirit. Instructor: Paul Bromley 

April 24 – June 22/17 – 9 weeks 

Beginner and Intermediate 
Moy  Style Tai Chi: 
Mondays   6:45-8:00 pm 

Beginner  
Moy Style Tai Chi: 
Thursdays  6:30-7:30 pm 
To register email : 
pauldbromley@gmail.com   or call (780) 
433-6279 

Essentrics Fitness Classes (eOne 
Fitness) 

Release tight muscles, rebalance joints 
and restore your body! 

Improve your mobility, strength, flexibility 
and range of motion with       this full 
body movement   based workout.    

Different class level offerings. 
 Mondays:     

• 1:00pm - 1:40pm   (Essentrics For 
Seniors) 

• 2:00pm – 3:00pm  - (Essentrics 
RR&R) 

Spring Session:   April 3 - June 19/2017 
          
To register please contact Lori Griffith at 
(780) 916-4483 or visit 
www.eonefitness.ca  

Hall Programming and Events 



PETROLIA SENIORS GROUP (55+) invites YOU to 

come to ENJOY LUNCH and a PROGRAM ($15 except 

December) Every Third Tuesday (except July and 

August) from 11:45 a.m. (sharp) to 2:00p.m.at the 

Greenfield Community Hall 3803 – 114 th Street 

• March 20th –Ron Kelland, Historic Places 

Research Officer – AB Culture  

Origin of some place names in our region and 

their important role in our lives 

• April 17th – Speaker from the Alzheimers 

Association 

Understanding Dementia-Helpful Hints & Tips 

for Support & Care 

• May 15th –Kecia Kerr – Director of Canadian 

Parks and Wilderness Society 

The Importance of Parks and Protected Areas 

in Alberta 

To CONFIRM your attendance or for more 

information, Call: Nick 780-435- 1045 or Betty 780-

434- 0711 

An additional “outing” is offered each month for 

your enjoyment. 

Join us for a Seniors Social on Sunday, April 29, 2018 

at Greenfield Community Hall from 12-2pm. Lunch 

will be provided.  

For information call Joyce – 780-435- 6388 

Hall Rentals 

Want to rent the community hall for your next function?  

For info contact Wendy at   

hallmanager@greenfieldcommunityleague.com  

or call: 780-200-1198  

STUDIO YEG ART is a workshop space surrounded by a 

gallery displaying YEG artists. 

We want to provide people with a space to come together 

and create something they can be proud of. We offer 

painting, ceramics, stained-glass, mixed media, print mak-

ing workshops and more  

There is so much talent in YEG, our aim is to showcase 

what Edmonton has to offer in the arts, selling ceramics, 

sculptures, paintings, jewelry, photography and more.  

We are also excited about our kids 8-11 Summer art 

Camp on July 9-13th and August 20-24th.Check out our 

website www.studioyegart.com for more information.  



The Skating rink is now closed for 

the season. 

A big thank you to Gary Lenny for his 

hard work in battling what mother 

nature threw at us. 

Our ice was exceptional, given our crazy 

temperature fluctuations. 

Seeking individuals who would be interested in learning and 

leading the line painting of our soccer fields. Some training 

would be required. It must be done every 2 weeks in May and 

June.  

Please contact Tara Wren if you are interested. 

soccerinfo@greenfieldconmunityleague.com 

BOARD GAMES NIGHT 

Please bring your friends and family and join us for games night! 

Friday, April 13 

6:30pm - 9:30pm  

We will have some board games available, but please bring your 

favorites along with some snacks. 


